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Introduction to the second edition

Some Problems by Auguste d'Orville has always been one of my favourites among
my chess writings - even now, it is probably equalled in my affections only by my
translation of Artur Mandler's studie - and it was therefore with some distress that
I learned a few years ago that one piece of biographical information in it was badly
wrong: d'Orville was not born in St Petersburg, but in the family home town of
offenbach. This was particularly unfortunate in that the error had been repeated
in good faith in the second edition (1992) of The Oxford Companion to Chess.
Harald Ball6, a chess collector who has lived in Offenbach since 1992 and has a
strong interest in the history of his adopted city, told me in 2002 that he had
discovered d'orville's baptismal record in the course of research into the d'orville
and other Offenbach families, and he generously allowed me to quote him straight
away so that the record could be put straight. I accordingly produced a four-page
leaflet of "Supplementary notes" containing this and other information, and offered
it free of charge to all who held a copy of the book. However, the take-up was small,
and there are many copies still in circulation which are unaccompanied by these
corrective notes. I have therefore produced this complete new edition, which I am
sending without charge to libraries known to me to hold the original, and by thus
ensuring that there is a reference to a "second edition" in their catalogues I hope that
any future writer who may use my book as a source will be alerted to the true facts.
I am also sending this new edition without charge to those known to me to possess
the original and to any others who care to inform me that they have it, and if you
have bought this edition independently and already have the original, please send me
photocopies of the front page of the original and of the bill fbr the new purchase, and
I will reimburse you.

Fifteen years have brought other changes as well. I have incorporated information
from Ken Whyld and Jean Mennerat regarding the issues of Le palamide which I
did not see in 1990, and I have added the photograph showing Twaalfmaandenstraat
and some further information on the house where d'orville appears to have lived.
The book has been completely reset, and I have taken the opportunity to do some
tidying up; two examples have been changed, details have been polished and
occasionally corrected, and passages which assumed a specialist knowledge of
problems and problem history have been rewritten to be more accessible to the
general reader. It has also occurred to me that the 1979 olms reprint of Alexandre's
Collection des plus beaux problimes d'6checs provides an accessible if untidy
source for nearly all the rest of d'Orville's known problems, and I have added an
index linking his work to it. The present book may offer only a selection of
d'Orville's problems, but the reader who is tempted to explore the rest needs only to
obtain this reprint of Alexandre in order to do so.

Harpenden. Herts, England. September 2005.
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We owe problems 25 and 26 to M. d'Orville, a prominent and enthusiastic
member of the chess club in Anvers, whom we thank most sratefully for his
kind communication.

L. C. M. de la Bourdonnais, acknowledging d'Orville's first contributions
Le Palamide,7836

In offering this little work to lovers of Chess, my intention is not to show
moves immediately applicable to ordinary play, but solely to present
problems, which I have amused myself by composing during my hours of
leisure, and whose aim will be accomplished if they contribute also to the
amusement of those who honour them with their attention.

Auguste d'Orville
ProblDmes d' 4checs, 1842

The master of masters in the making of problems,

P. C. F. de Saint-Amant
Le Palamide,7847
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Twaalfmaandenstraat as it was to become in


